THE HIGH-MINDED STRATEGY OF HWA-MEI

"Tell me rather/' said Kai Lung, looking out,
"how she fares and what averts her footsteps?"

" That will appear in due time," replied the aged
one. " In the meanwhile I have her message to de-
clare. Three times foiled in his malignant scheme
the now obscene Ming-shu sets all the Axioms at
naught. Distrusting you and those about your
path, it is his sinister intention to call up for judg-
ment Kai-moo, who lies within the women's cell
beyond the Water Way."

" What is her crime and how will this avail him ? "

" Charged with the murder of her man by means
of the supple splinter her condemnation is assured.
The penalty is piecemeal slicing, and in it are in-
volved those of her direct line, in the humane effort
*to eradicate so treacherous a strain."

" That is but just," agreed Kai Lung.

"Truly. But on the slender ligament of a kin-
dred name you will be joined with her in that end.
Ming-shu will see to it that records of your kinship
are not lacking. Being accused of no crime on
your own behalf there will be nothing for you to
appear against."

" It is written, ' Even leprosy may be cured, but
the enmity of an official underling can never be dis-
pelled,' and the malice of the persistent Ming-shu
certainly points to the wisdom of the verse. Is
the person of Kai-moo known to you, and where
is the prison-house you speak of ? "

To this the venerable creature replied that the
cell in question was in a distant quarter of the
city. Kai-moo, she continued, might be regarded
as fashioned like herself, being deformed in shape
and repellent in appearance. Furthermore, she
was of deficient understanding, these things aiding
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